Dear J ins, Poat as iro pagxndi a t-vha t today’s aa west leak Can mean to ua 1 1/26/76 

*hli* I've oo~n expecting more of this kind of Coebbela ope.ation today 1 ® atory 
la aot what I expected. I*ve aot avea filed th* fila I started 1l/l3 wh*» wm war* in 
otorana Point. 

I doa*t know what the story really a*yi. it is too surly for the papsr. 

First I heard a vary briaf account a littla aftar 3t when I awakened and wait back 
to sleep. When I awakwaed again about 5 and did A vt aji I heard aa itan a littla longer, 
by coincideace tha firat item oa wa*iag. Tne second oaa s*ys that the CL* *8 alactroaic 
surveillance caught LHO of. wring tha liuasiaa information in rs urn for a trip to Russia. 

Those float reporters editor* sura are thu Leanest! TAay auk all tk* searching 
question*, raaaoa solidly aad a ra determines aot h* to be had again, aa thay warn on tha 
1l/l3 atory. Co tha doubl •—check, consult d%?aadabl a sources, ate. Lila Kaslar told ms, 
thay # ra aot proud of tha 1 1/ 1 3 gulling. 

So whan h want to £*e..Ico to make a deal witn tha Russia® to gat to Russia Oswald 
wonted to go by way of Cuba, o#'h«pa tha only place in tha weetara world froi. which it 
was hard to gat to Russia? 

What pricalea* i formation he had! All tha darks* t secrets ha learned whila graaaiag 
coffee machines. Until ha grad ua tad to Astenaible onenploynmat. -an' t you imagine tha 
saarets ha learned iu daytiua prowling of tha *rea of Canal aad Camp la fl.Oe? Tha 
Aumdciaa warn crazy aot to accapt that of far, weren't thay? 

I<o woaaar tha Poat waut with tha atory. Or that Kealer, ia hi-; lack of prida in hia 
sheet, had v oluma 26 op*a*d to C£ 2932 whan ha phoned xo tha other ai,^t t , tha Hoover lattar 
that aaya tha moat diligent FBI investigation diacloaadaot avaa an indirect LUO iatal- 
lignaca co action or political cn<? ith the Cubans of thair friends, 

Xaalar, by tha way, ia a synthetic wonld-ba old-time re x>rt*r who will do a ything 
for was t ks considers a scoop, ^a doaa aot give a rtua|* ia aa can gat it printad and ha 
hna told me that in tha east. a a wants to do invaatigativa r* portia^. Remember tha rottan 
thing ha did with ^arper oa RFi and what ha *ould aot use and tha ratrnctioa tha Peat 
.ould not print whan ha obviously said what ^*rpar could aoc hava said? 

On tha faca this la aa unraaaoaabla , illogical atory. Thar* ia no way if it ware 
legitimate that tha Sur.iioa* would not have said tkLa at or shortly aftar the time of tha 
crime, wham tha world had coolad aame. It would for than hava amdad one* aad for all tha 
Uo, port - cularly tha ClA affort, to xake it look like th«i Russians wars behind it, what 
acarad tha hall out of LJ3J, ,ith CIA help-read Phillips. 

hethcr tha CIA wouia hav. kept its silence is mot aa certain but I t ink it unlikely, 
bivan thair political i.tarests of tha time. There wan also the great risk ia aot tailing 
both the Fitf aad tha Coaudsaion, certainly CohAaoa. LdX was worriad about pacpla thinking 
hm was bahind it. ami Run sail had a discussion along thia lina. Ruaaall told him aua- 
pdona would a.var aad. 

I do not baliava it ij likely that this secret would have bevn kapt. It Is a faka, 
avan if thay coma up with tha intercept ia LHO 1 * voica. Raaeber, I have this co arad 
several waya with tha CIA- with aa all-inclusiv* raquaat aad with a saparata oaa that I 
tkaa ,<rot* furthar about whan ClA triad to ignora it, aayiAg it was because I did aot want 
to wait until soma tiua ia tha ramota future whan they complst* wtut ver thay call a 
raviaw of all thair racorda. 0 inataad thay noAnha l&tar lwak it to tha uncritical Poat/ 

Oa «aich *‘s*lar tail* aa ha alone is aow assigned to tha JFK story. 

TV* first such lank c nviacad zu> that the tins ia aow for filing for dainagaa from 
aon-cooipliaaca. I know the quaation ia tima. Aa it ia witn thair destruction that is 
up-comiag 

These two leaks .ithla a fortnight ahoul 1 be of halp bofora Craan towi Robinson , in 
different way*, "afore Robirron on tha quaation of security clamdfication, oba-rvaaca 
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uci genuineness; before Green on the probabilities of what a be baa doa* to me, which we 
caa^t do that way directly but cam la tens* of what the government doea aad its coat to 
n* aad to the country. 

This la oae of the more brazen propaganda operations. I fsae there la ao element of 
the jxeas that will either way ao or even look into it. Ko wa* utwilling for the Tines 
to do it with the so-called Hoover ctoo. That la, he did mot aeo them doing it w«ea I told 
him there ia each a story aad how obvious it is aad easy to get the proof. 

It la fascinating that all this is leaked to the Post. Whether it has a special 
position of the spooks think the Tines will be nor* critical I've aot stopped to think 
about# That it happens after my fairly strong com plaint to Katy Graham, one that a decent 
publisher would be askla^ some questions a out, also ia interesting because I've heard 
from nose of them. 

Sidebar* during the briadcaat to Sckaectady "oaday night, to a show with a thought- 
ful moderator, he arranged it first so that Howard and I could talk during canned com- 
mercials and the news an then ao bob Salt son* could join ua aad aot be aired, for about 
10 minuter during the sews. Saltsmam said that he aad Howard Simons, Post managing 
editor, weat to the same college at different tdU*u, that he had an article in the 
nltani aaganiae, that Simors rend it and invited hlx down. The be repented soon. Wnea 
h» got there he was naked into the executive euite, near of sext to u raham* a office, into 
a fancy conference room. All the editors were there to meet with him, I think he said from 
the morning to about one. He did name soctf. I recall Bradlee and Simona. They have nil 
this interest and doa^t talk to ua? as 1 remeaber it SAltznan said he wrote about computer- 
ised information retrieval on the JFK assassination and its possibilities, what he has 
proposed to tn* new nous* connitte*. \1 cautioned him about the pent in the garbage- 
piles of the mind on this.) 

I could ooajecture endlessly on mdtive, on what someone hop** to accoa>liah by all 
of this. The correlation with the new coozdttee can't be ignored. Neither leak se^ms 
designee, to deter continuation of the committee. x t can be argues that either, nor# both, 
will be powerful reason for the douse continuing the committee, is turn this nu^ae what 
one ordinarily would aot expect, that the spooks w*at the ooeuittee continued. l‘a not 
going into this becaun* long ago 1 said that with tne ^owninga and Gonzalezes, Inter 
Faaatroya In charge the spooks can use this once and for all to cleanee thee. salve*, ns 
with newer drnininga. I'm saying it becaue* it ia the fact. If along the dchweiker line, 
«k±ch means ultimate spook exculpation. 

It hurt* no gzxa agency now to confess that ao&e underling failed in his obligations. 

1 can see ClA throwing H*!** Into the neatgrlnder, the FBI t oae who were In ^oover'e 
disfavor. 

1 aia saying that: both agencies hare such to hide ana this lends away from what they 
w. at to hide. There can, ultimately, be a followup on this, back to squart one, that 
LflO was ir atioaal. Of course he had no secrets and thus could not have made uch a deal. 

One cam even see that this could be aimed at detente and reduced military expenditures. 

But it certainly is aimed at the present situation and it certainly does establish 
derange to me with my POlA re quests of both agencies covering nil and for lo iong having 
been entirely ignored. 

I wrote the foregoing before daylight, before the paper came. in here a '-out 7. 

I got it aad sure enough U f ve aot yet road it) there ia koa dealer's by-line on page 1. 
i turned the TV on to pick the early news up. I get CHS from Baltimore now that *TQP 
tapes it and •ires ti an hour later. Iawliched froc channel to channel at the opening 
and learned that ABC has ngee live from London later In the hoyr, ao I'll have to aomitor 
it for the coming hour. The lead news itea from Washoogtom on CBS attributes this to 
Phillips via AP, with mention of the Poet. So Ig gueaw lnataat analysis ia still poaaible. 
ABC carried the item attributed to the Poet only. Vli sew if anyone asms why Phillips 
waited so long to apeak out and sow this fits his ’•defense" of the CIA. 
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FOIA again* you realise tiut the CIA is supposed to have complied with ay requests 
about a ye«r ago, giving :jm what is supposed to be all the Mexico stuff* , without any 
record indicating any stick thing and with much from * hi lli pa of an entirely different 
nature, ana inconsistent with hie a 11 me* or* tUla f on* ia which his name la la every 
esse ansk«d. i '«wMibtr 1*7 references to the script for a -even ^aya la Voveaber? That xp 
stuff. I think I gnve you a sat of those whan I had then duplicator!* They begin with tks 
auabsr 1 ia tk»lr original nu£b»r±ng system, now superceded. However, t ia la what 
they tuts tha ucx^afsllar Coarisnion , so tfcero is a hell of a ntory ia that quite 
separately - taat tee second Presidential co^miajion had all those leads ia the 
area of its mandate and did nothing* 

Aft# Agee - with hiA on a lira hookup David Ilartasna and St#v# B#ll ask#d only 
pointed, antagonistic qusstioas d* signed to suggest to listeners that ho was a dCB or 
othvr agent but no* om* question about t~ia corning' a p. 1 story when hi a book, to which 
they refer, e*.yi he was aeelgned to -exico City vfeen ia t m CIA. wrest reporting there, too! 

I've read ths Post story. Thors is ouch wrong with it. If I ha vs tio# befor® the gmil 
with what slaw a. win t to do I'll it, o wherein* X'dd do that ltt^r aad e*t para tely. 

Ths AP did not s## fit to include this story ia its 3 wirs from our local paper, 

Widch generally prints all It provide# ou tide subject. 

Sot a leading t wo item on econd half NBC's today 5hpw. But they are having a 
segment on how you can determine you oat's sanity. Cats oeiag aors important than 
govemn.nt, sewspapers and people in both. 

No mention in the tO oiautss of new# that followed. It wound up with s repeat on 
tge Concorde from last evening's net TV news. 

Lonnie, who is about to be eased out - says today cay be his last - will watch for 
wirs copy to the decree he le able to. 



So tis, for full analysis but Mswixf this is trutkful, why would ths CIA destroy 
the tape and edit ths transcript if it had mo LHL COUiCtiCA? «k y would asualtr not a akP 
Ahy does he avoid saying that t ‘hillipe van ntatooa chief at the tine of t s 
nenaesinatioa and beginning almost immediately aft*»r the alleged intercept? 

I rscmll so suck tr»a*cri P t 1* tks WC'a fllss. ksybs it ia still witkh, Id. Why 
aoss sssslsr sot go is to tkis? It would struuttkss his story usususu hs would iisd tkst 

»4 mt *** CXA '* r * qU#,t * Prob * bl J r *d-th » clsin to "sstiossl sscurlty" or 

istslliisscs sourosa" sftsr tks faot of tfasss ist.rcsptioaa 1* jibllc *s<l sy >'OIA 
request for them. Long after. 

wUly on irrational cut* woild have phoned the Husains r^ibeajy in advance with aa 

° fr * r t ia >bM k * o«M wslksd is, so ks did, and tks* ksss ud« tk* offsr. 
naybe tig.* account* for th$ alleged ds;tructiou of the tape. 

t **» ak "» *» **“»*'• if 1 thought Dors* could ksss bass « dA *~*t. 

a sdd I did aot laow but that tks CIa'o sflort to srsvaat tks osrious ^xLcsa *oUcs 
hsrra.sawt of jar could ba «ata» to indicts tkis. *d that all kar cos.aotW wars 1-ft. 
Hla iaturrim adds sytils^j to tka public rocord. Wkat it onita is diakosaat- LUO 
ka was aa aayjr.of u* raTOlutio*. 

Ctoota *133 fka iaitlal vrosg *«»« for L30 

«* ,/ T! 4 ^ 0 * tb * m W4a ^ °* tkl * i» »«Cy fw» tka first os tk. ss.ssalutios 

itself. Its legal attache van stationed in the saae station, both in USRabessy. 

i»tsrsstisi tkas ka quotas kalis is s as libs rats Us whas 1 told his is advascs that 
^ *® t ^ U *. B ^ ^ ia** whoa* it was. *»# said Slssso*. I adiad 

oaot.*LlT» ?! ,f!!* f° ?! d °** * 0t iat * r »i« or quota aitkar Colasas or Slawaoa asd 

* d#1Ab * r * t ! ! i ** As **-* d of tk * 3oca»f*Uar -ouBiiat.io* -*Us saw tks Ci'i 
kazlco ity oabla asd rslatsd coxa, aai cation*, da kaa alsoa askad tk* dlA for tuas. I ha vs 

b ° tA kMOM “ ia * U * “««* tks CIA did act t.ll tka Warms 

V'omisoioa of U« report froa as all*e#d wltscss to a asatisc ia Ksxico Citr bstaass 

Wd^ C*f. UUUta, tu. „ u . 0 , %r%,S^Ti. 1, 

thB C ^;f Qa ", fil !!J a i* tkfc ClA‘a rlaaaa to dslia, nas, sad I’a.urs otk«ra. 

J^' k ** i ^ er » l00 liad. tkia vaa out durls*: tks lif*. of hit aubcosmittaa, if tk^ 
allacad caatasta wars sot. E atily, 



